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itSite Alaska, UAA'’s unique website promoting literacy in its
L broadest sense, has garnered the attention of First Lady Laura
Bush. In aformal greeting from the White House now posted on the
site, Mrs. Bush calls LitSite Alaska “an outstanding web community
for families, teachers and Alaskans of all ages” The Anchorage Daily
News noted in arecent editorial that “Mrs. Bush's praise should be
echoed by everyone concerned with the site's goal of promoting
literacy, cultura diversity and well-being throughout Alaska.”

Ron Spatz and student Katie Stein

Launched three years ago, the site is a window into the many ways
that stories play arole in the lives of Alaskans. With a growing list of
partners that includes the Anchorage School District, The Anchorage
Museum of History and Art, The Alaska Center for the Book, and
other community-based organizations, LitSite Alaska's content is
based on the interests of a broad spectrum of Alaskans, and includes
features on ANCSA, narrative and healing, and Alaskan families both
rural and urban. From narratives illustrating many cultural aspects of
life in Alaskato lesson plans for teachers to information on Alaska's
libraries and bookstores, Litsite is arich online learning tool for reading,

writing and Alaska history.

4 Accolades

LitSite Alaska has been featured in local and national media includ-
ing The Chronicle of Higher Education, USA Today, Education World,
and School Library Journal. The site received a 2003 Contribution to
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Literacy in Alaska Award from the
Alaska Center for the Book, and has
been recommended for educational
excellence by the Governor's
Commission on Tolerance.

Founder and director Ron Spatz
emphasizes the collaborative nature of
the site. “We're working with partners
throughout the state to bring cutting-
edge technology to the advancement
of literacy and cultural diversity.” For
example, Microsoft consultants are
helping to explore web delivery of
online tools for K-12 curriculum
alignment in the Anchorage School
District. Spatz is also working with
partners on new sections within the
site such as Community Cornerstones,
which will include a wide range of
arts and cultural activities. In anew
Traditions & Cultures section, the site
will explore narrative as a healing tool—a relatively new area of
interest to researchers and scientists—and Spatz plansto build in
interactive research on the subject.

A National Endowment for the Arts grants provided funding for the
site, and Key Bank is amajor corporate sponsor of the program.
Microsoft has also become a sponsor, with an interest in electronic
media to promote literacy and to bridge the digital divide between
urban and rural aress.

For more information, visit http://litsite.alaska.edu

UNIVERSITY of ALASKA ANCHORAGE



